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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
DERRIANN PHARR: I Am a Bloodstone  Media Contact:    
March 1 – April 5, 2025  gallery@luisdejesus.com 
Opening Reception:  213-395-0762 
Saturday, March 1, 4–7 p.m. 
 

I Am a Bloodstone 
Too shiny 
And too precious 
To be buried beneath your feet 
Dredged up under sediment 
I’m no one’s hidden treasure 
 
I fly—and I change 
Begin anew again and again 
I resist with joy! 
I resist with courage! 
You won’t make rubble outta’ me 
 

– Derriann Pharr     
    

Luis De Jesus Los Angeles is very pleased to announce Derriann Pharr: I Am a Bloodstone, the 
Birmingham-based artist’s Los Angeles debut exhibition, on view March 1 – April 5, 2025, with an opening 
reception on Saturday, March 1, from 4–7 p.m. 
 
Derriann Pharr’s mixed media work conjures abstract drawing, painting, and poetic expression in a quest to 
free the human figure from societal norms and conventional notions of aesthetics and beauty. Drawing from 
her own experiences as a Black biracial woman grappling with self-esteem while facing societal expectations, 
Pharr's commitment to liberating her figures stands as a response to her observation of “a lack of intrinsic 
and physical consideration of marginalized bodies in the American South.” 
 
At the core of Pharr’s artistic practice are themes of transformation, personal growth, and self-acceptance. 
Each work serves as a deliberate effort to deconstruct and reconstruct deeply rooted beliefs regarding 
identity, while also incorporating forms that have been historically overlooked in figure drawing, which often 
idealizes the human body. Rendered with pastel and acrylic on heavyweight black paper, vivid shades of 
magenta, glowing yellows, dreamy azures and radiant jewel tones infuse her works with an undeniable 
energy. The figures exist in a state of ambiguity, twisting and turning among lush arrangements of plants, 
ultimately evolving into spiritual representations of their authentic selves. 
 
Pharr’s figures transcend the constraints of naturalistic representation by shapeshifting in a dynamic interplay 
of gestural marks, their contours fluid and otherworldly, defying the realities and confines of societal norms 
and expectations. Pharr’s affinity for vibrant colors evokes the peculiarities of childhood and gendered color 
preferences, wherein young girls often embrace and express a passion for bright hues before succumbing to 
insecurities and adopting more subdued palettes. 
 
In I Am a Bloodstone, Pharr envisions landscapes untainted by the injustices of our imperfect humanity. These 
vibrant scenes emerge as a response to the prevailing sociopolitical environment, serving as a call to embrace 
personal authenticity as a form of resistance. Distorted depictions of eyes, limbs, genitalia, and therianthropic 
figures intertwine with vegetation, symbolizing a harmonious relationship between human essence and the 
natural world. The figures glisten and find solace beneath protective botanical canopies that connect our 
existence with theirs. The interplay of soft and hard along with the fusion of grittiness and smoothness, reflects 
the intricate tapestry of emotions and experiences that define the human spirit. 
 

mailto:gallery@luisdejesus.com


 
 
 

 

 
 

1110 Mateo Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021 
213 395 0762 | gallery@luisdejesus.com 
luisdejesus.com 

 

Derriann Pharr (b.1998, Winfield, AL) holds a BFA from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. Recent 
solo exhibitions include Scott Miller Projects, Birmingham, AL (2024), and Bells Gallery, Dothan, AL (2024). 
Pharr currently lives and works in Birmingham, AL.   
 
For further information, including images and previews, please call 213-395-0762, or email:  
gallery@luisdejesus.com.  
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